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BUILDING 
BRIDGES
Written by Pastor Joel

I’ve driven over many 
different bridges in my days. 
I’ve traveled the suspension 
golden gate of San Francisco, 
the cable-stayed Penobscot 
bridge of Maine, the 
Strathmere Bascule Bridge of 
New Jersey and the covered 
bridges of Ohio. 

There is one bridge still on my 
bucket list though, the multi-
span balanced cantilever 
Confederation Bridge of 
Prince Edward Island.

To know why this bridge is 
on my bucket list you would 
have had to sit with me 
in my grandparents living 
room hearing their stories of 
annual New England vacation 
adventures. 

I heard countless stories 
of broken-down Volvo 

station wagons, seafood 
extravaganzas, and stays 
at Howard Johnson hotels. 
But the crown jewel of my 
grandfather’s story telling 
was always their trip even 
further north to Prince 
Edward Island, Canada.  

My grandparents would ferry 
that Volvo station wagon 
across the Abegweit Passage 
of Northumberland Strait 
for hours to reach one of 
the most beautiful places on 
earth. 

In May of 1997 the 
ferries became obsolete 
as the Confederation 
Bridge spanning the 

Northumberland Strait 
opened for travel. At 95 this 
April, it is an awe-inspiring 
bridge my grandfather will 
likely never travel. 

But I will.

When I travel across the 
Confederation Bridge, I will 
not only be connected to 
Prince Edward Island but also 
with a long family tradition 
of New England/Canadian 
adventure. The tradition of 
escapade and exploration 
will span just as long, if not 
longer, then that bridge. 

That’s why I love 
re<>connect<>ing as 

the theme of our capital 
campaign as we prepare 
for what comes next for our 
church. 

The most meaningful parts 
of life are the connections 
we make with God, our 
neighbors, our past, and 
our future. We need to 
raise $150,000 in pledges 
to break ground this year. 
This new ministry space will 
be the bridge we need to 
<>connect<>.

Let’s build this bridge!

Pastor Joel
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Harmony Springs Christian 
Church, formerly known as 
High Street Christian Church, 
is launching our final building 
capital campaign before 
breaking ground on a new, 
permanent gathering place.

We’re launching this 
campaign with the hopes of 
receiving commitments for 
at least $150,000 over the 
next three years, so that we 
can build our new 6,000 sq. 
ft. community-oriented space 
this year and we’re excited 
to announce that we have 
received over $100,000 in 
initial pledges in the first two 
weeks of the campaign!

The purpose of our effort is 
to build permanent ministry 
space, and also to grow and 
expand our connection with 
God, our neighbors, our past, 
and our future.

Capital Campaign Launch
This vision to become a 
thriving church in Green 
began in 2009 when we 
purchased 9.2 acres along 
Arlington Rd near Boettler. 

In the years since, we have 
sold the High Street building, 

and also raised just over 1 
million dollars for the project, 
thanks to generous donations.  
This RE<>CONNECT<>ING 
CAMPAIGN will help us 
complete the vision that 
began a decade ago, and 
give us the final 10% of funds 
needed to break ground this 
year!

During these campaign 
weeks, Harmony Springs has 
and will focus on four areas 
of RE<>CONNECT<>ING that 
a new building will unlock for 
us. 

During the first week, we 
focused on connect<>ing 

with God. In week two, we 
discussed how this new 
building will enhance our 
ability to <>connect<> with 
our neighbors in Green, and 
prayed over the property 
following worship. 

Then, in the third week, we 
focused on how this new 
phase of ministry will allow us 
to re<>connect with our past. 
This focus led us to include 
the opening of the high 
street church time capsule on 
Sunday, May 5. 

The final week will 
focus on the future 
connect<>ing we’ll 
be able to do. We’ll 
welcome guest 
speaker, Craig Walls, 
Building and Capital 
Services Advisor, 
Disciples Church 
Extension Fund on 
Sunday, March 10.  A 
catered celebration 
lunch will also follow 
this service.

We hope you’re 
as excited as we 
are to be a part of, 
and contributing 
to, building these 
connections.

Joel Engman, Lead 
Pastor 
Debbie MacDonald, 
Chair of the Elders/
Moderator, Capital 
Campaign Co-Chair 
Clark Reed, Chair 



Since late last year when the 
congregation unanimously 
voted to develop the Arlington 
Road property the focus of 
the trustees has centered on 
the activities to design and 
build a multipurpose church 
building. These activities 
have included working with 
our financial advisors at UBS 
to consolidate our funds, 
working with other church 

leaders to plan a building 
campaign and working with 
our building contractor, 
Welty Building Company, to 
initiate the detailed design 
phase of the building project.

With the congregation 
also approving to free up 
restricted funds for use in our 
building project the trustees 
have consolidated the Ross 
account and General account 
with UBS into a single money 
market account. The money 
in this account now totals 
$1,060,000.00 and will be 
utilized in our building 
project. Putting our funds in 
a money market account and 

therefore not having any of 
these funds invested in stocks 
or bonds will insure that we 
can maintain these funds 
regardless of changes in the 
economy. The trustees are 
still maintaining an account 
with the Christian Church 
Foundation. The funds in this 
account total approximately 
$300,000.00 and will serve 
as a reserve as we develop 

the Arlington property. 
Having our building funds 
in a money market account 
and maintaining a separate 
reserve account is part of 
what is required to borrow 
money from the Church 
Extension and complete our 
building project.

The total cost of the building 
project is estimated to be 
$1,450,000.00. With just 
over one million dollars in 
our building fund we need 
an additional $300,000.00 
to $400,000.00. Again the 
congregation has approved 
that we work with Church 
Extension to conduct a 

building capital campaign to 
raise $150,000.00 in pledges 
over the next three years. This 
will enable us to borrow the 
funds needed to complete 
the building project. While 
pledges of $150,000.00 over 
three years seems like a lot 
of money to raise it is the last 
7% needed to complete the 
development of the Arlington 
property. The Arlington 

property cost 
$750,000.00 and 
the building will 
cost $1,450,000.00 
for a total of 
$ 2 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 . 
The $150,000.00 
we must raise 
is less than 10% 
of the total cost 
to complete the 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
of the Arlington 
property. The 
trustees have 
met with Church 
Extension and 
with other church 
leaders to plan the 
details associated 
with a one month 

building campaign. The 
campaign was initiated this 
month and will conclude 
in March. As part of this 
campaign each of us needs 
to prayerfully consider how 
we can help fulfill our efforts 
to complete the building 
project.

The building project will 
consist of two phases. 
A three month detailed 
design phase followed by 
an approximate seven to 
eight month construction 
and landscaping phase. 
The trustees and other 
church leaders have been 
reviewing the current design 

of the proposed building to 
insure that it can best meet 
our needs. This group has 
identified changes needed on 
the interior of the building. 
Hopefully moving restrooms 
and classrooms will enable 
the formation of a gathering 
area and small café as one 
enters the building.  Changes 
to modernize the look of the 
exterior of the building are 
also being discussed. At the 
same time, a Project Service 
Agreement has been signed 
with Welty. This initiates 
the three month detailed 
design phase of the building 
project. During this phase 
the design must be finalized, 
an architect is hired and 
lastly the architect does 
the detailed design. That is 
the architect generates the 
drawings needed for the 
second phase of the project. 
These drawing will be utilized 
by contractors to estimate 
the cost of different aspects 
of the project and will be used 
to construct the building.

The building campaign ends 
in March and at that time the 
trustees will apply for the 
loan with Church Extension. 
We should have approval for 
the loan in May and be able 
to break ground in June of 
this year. In discussion with 
Welty they are indicating 
that if we can break ground 
by June we should be in our 
new building by the end 
of the year. Much of this 
depends on the outcome 
of the building campaign. 
We all need to do whatever 
we can to insure that we 
have a successful building 
campaign. 

FROM THE TRUSTEES



FROM THE ELDERS
At our congregational 
meeting in February, the 
congregation approved the 
new mission statement. The 
mission of Harmony Springs 
Christian Church is to cultivate 
hope and love by living in the 
way of Jesus with grace and 
peace in our community and 
our world, trusting God in all 
things.

The leadership of the church 
spent countless hours 
working on the wording and 
the meaning of our new 
mission statement. We hope 
it is a clear and meaningful 
statement of our mission 
going forward. 

What does this statement 
mean to you? How do we 
cultivate hope and love? How 
do we live in the way of Jesus 
with grace and peace? How do 
we demonstrate to everyone 
that we trust God in all things?

I believe we cultivate hope 
and love when we engage 
with our partners in mission 
in the community and in the 

world. The food we grow 
in the Harmony Springs 
Community Garden is shared 
with our church family and 
our neighbors. When we 
provide food for Blessings in 
a Backpack, we give hope to 
school children who might 
otherwise go hungry, and let 
them know they are loved 
and not forgotten. Families 
facing times of crisis find hope 
and love at Good Neighbors 
with our volunteers, who not 
only prepare food bags, but 
spend time listening to their 
struggles and difficulties in 
life. 

Community inclusion and 
involvement with our 
friends at the Hattie Larlham 
Constant Companions 
program brings hope and love 
to adults with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. 

Globally our financial support 
benefits people around the 
world, such as our gifts to the 
Shalom Center in Chile, the 
Roots in the Ruins program 
in Mexico, and a project in 

Guatemala with Growing 
Hope Globally. These and 
other mission partners 
supported by Harmony 
Springs demonstrate our 
commitment to cultivate hope 
and love in our community 
and world.  

What does it mean to live in 
the way of Jesus? I believe it 
means we are to open our 
doors and our arms wide, 
and welcome all of God’s 
children. Love everyone, 
all the time, no exceptions. 
That’s how Jesus lived. In a 
time when women had very 
few rights, Jesus welcomed 
women to be an equal part 
of his ministry. He protected 
the vulnerable. He ate with 
sinners and interacted with 
the outcasts of society. Jesus 
welcomed the little children 
to come to him when his 
disciples thought he shouldn’t 
be bothered by them. Living 
in the way of Jesus means we 
will seek justice and peace for 
everyone. Our lives will be 
full of compassion, love, and 

kindness towards others. 

And finally, all of this can’t be 
accomplished without trusting 
God in all things. We can not 
do this by ourselves on our 
own power. It is God working 
through us which allows us to 
accomplish the goals of our 
mission statement. It seems 
like Harmony Springs has 
been on a long journey, but 
in God’s timing it has been 
perfect. We have reached this 
point only by trusting God and 
our future will only be hopeful 
if we continue to trust in God.  

Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the 
Lord with all your heart; do 
not depend on your own 
understanding. Seek his will in 
all you do, and he will show you 
which path to take.

We are ready God to follow 
you into the future, to cultivate 
hope and love by living in the 
way of Jesus with grace and 
peace in our community and 
our world, trusting you in all 
things.

When we sold the High Street 
Church building in downtown 
Akron and moved to Green 
we managed to take quite a 
treasure along with us.  And 
on Sunday, May 5th, we’re 
going to open it in a dramatic 
public event.  

In 1976, members of our 
iconic Akron congregation 
created a time capsule, 
enclosed it in heavy, welded 
steel, and buried it into 
the wall of its newly-rebuilt 
sanctuary. It seemed to have 
been long forgotten, until we 
sold the building and were 

about to vacate.  That’s when 
our trustee chair, Clark Reed, 
leaped into action.  

“I knew it was there, so I made 
plans to return the next day 
with a hammer and chisel 
from home to see if I could 
break it loose.” It took hours 
to accomplish this feat, but he 
managed to chip around the 
edges enough to break it free.

Now that our brand new 
facility on S. Arlington Rd. in 
Green will be opening later 
this year, we saw a great 
opportunity to invite anyone 
historically affiliated with High 

Street Christian Church to this 
public viewing of memories. 

But, it may not be as easy as 
it sounds.   

“We might need a welder, a 
metal cutter, or possibly some 
other specialized equipment”, 
said Joel Engman, pastor of 
Harmony Springs.  “We’re 
looking into that right now, 
and plan to do whatever 
it takes to get it open”, he 
added.  

This event is part of the 
R E < > C O N N E C T < > I N G 
campaign to complete the 

transition of the congregation 
to its new home. Anyone 
associated with the old High 
Street Christian Church is 
invited to attend, and will 
hopefully provide a great 
opportunity for old friends 
to reunite, and share their 
coveted past.  A church 
service, in addition to 
refreshments and food, will 
also be provided to all guests 
who decide to stay.  

Engman says, “This should be 
a blast.  In fact, it might even 
take a blast to get this thing 
open.”  

Written by Debbie McDonald

THE CAPSULE TIME ALMOST FORGOT!


