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Winter Program Guide 
2018 

I laughed with a friend who shared that he 
was getting excited for his yearly visit to the 
gym on January 2. And another friend who 
shared that 2018 was finally the year that she 
would complete the resolution she first 
started in 2017 which was continued on from 
2016 and first dreamed about in 2015.  
 
When it comes to spiritual resolutions I tend 
to lean towards putting myself in the right 
place at the right time to be able to gain 
some insight or truth. 
 
It’s less about a goal I set and more about 
making sure I am present. 
 
When I am present, spiritual ‘ah ha’ 
moments find me in the — 
inspired and prayerful words of 
an elder’s communion prayer,  
in beautifully sung lyrics,  
over coffee with a friend,  
or hidden in the wonderings of a child.  
 
The resolution I need to make, though, is to 
be present. I have to listen, hear and be open 
to God’s spirit who speaks in mysterious 
ways.  
 
Maybe, like me, you crave life-giving 
spiritual truth that is more sage than start-of-
a-new-year advice on how to organize your 
closet or manage your money. If you do I’d 

like to invite you to join me in being present 
in this season. The truth is resolutions tend to 
add to our already busy lives but being 
present is a gift to our spirits.  
 
The founder of Instagram is quoted as 
saying, ‘If you've got an idea, start today. 
There's no better time than now to get 
going.’  
 
While good advice for entrepreneurship 
maybe rather than getting going we need to 
stop for a minute. In this season of 
resolutions, new gym memberships, better 
eating and budget making would you join me 
in doing something simple—showing up and 
being present?  
 
Being present only cost us our time—which 
is possibly our most precious commodity.  
 
Harmony Springs is a perfect community of 
people to begin being present with in 2018. 
There are plenty of existing and new 
opportunities for showing up that will allow 
you to be present with others who also crave 
life-giving spiritual truth.  
 
Through the pages of this winter program 
guide I hope you find at least one gathering 
that moves you to be present with others. 
Maybe it’s giving ’centering-prayer’ a try on 
Sunday mornings at 9:05 AM in the admin 

conference room, joining a discussion or 
study group, being social by signing up for 
our 2018 progressive dinner, joining the 
choir or playing in the band, volunteering to 
help lead our children’s faith formation on 
Sunday mornings, attending an MLK Jr., or 
Good-Friday service.  
 
There are numerous gatherings available to 
‘be-present’ at. The important thing is to 
show-up, listen, and hear the life-giving 
spirit in the midst. When we do these 
gatherings seem less like yet-another-thing-
to-do and more like the spiritual-life-giving 
presence they are.  
 
My best to you in this new year! May the 
accomplishing of your resolutions be blessed 
as we are present with each other. 

 
Pastor Joel Engman 
Lead Pastor 
 
star-wars geek 
ash bestower 
candle lighter 
coffee drinker 
gym member 
 
 

harmony springs 

photo of Arlington property at sunset, Jennifer Berlyoung 

mailto:minister@harmonysprings.org
twitter.com/harmonysprings
http://www.twitter.com/harmonysprings
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Rev. Joel Engman 
Lead Pastor 
minister@harmonysprings.org 
330-899-9785 Ext. 101 

 
@joelsengman  

Jennifer Berlyoung 
Pastor of Community Development 

Seminary Graduate 
jennifer@harmonysprings.org 
330-807-8072 
 

Donna Gower 
Office Manager 
fun grandma 
office@harmonysprings.org 
330-899-9785 Ext. 100 
 

Terry Fairfax 
Music Director 
Philosopher 
terry@terryfairfaxmusic.com  

 
@tfairfax 
 

Walter Franz 
Nuts & Bolts 
Extension cord locator 
wefranzjr@gmail.com  
 
 

Rev. Kim Barnett 
Associate Pastor 
2017 best Chaplain  
kimlinb@aol.com  
 

Sunday Mornings | 10:30 AM 
Akron General—Green 
1940 Town Park Blvd.  

Uniontown, OH 
 

Mailing Address:  
PO Box 428  

Uniontown, OH 44685 

Staff 

Harmony Springs is a 
covenant network partner 
with the Christian Church in 
Ohio and the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ). 
We partner with local non-
profits to collaborate in God’s 
work of justice in our 
community, state, and world.  
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Meet + Socialize Progressive Dinner 
February 10  | 5-9 PM 
 
Progressive Dinner: a festive occasion involving a three-course dinner 
(appetizer/drinks, salad/entrée and 
dessert/coffee), each course served in a 
different home.  Participants transport 
themselves from home to home during 
the event, socializing at each new 
location. 

Make plans now to join us for an 
evening full of great food and 
socializing.   We’ve been welcoming 
new members recently and this is the 
perfect opportunity to socialize.  

Feel free to invite a friend or family 
member to join you who you think might enjoy socializing with us. It’d 
be a great opportunity to invite someone who has never been to harmony 
springs! This is an Adults Only event but childcare and kid dinner will be 
provided at a separate location (you can drop off and pickup before and 
after the dinner). Reserve your childcare spot via the signup form. The 
church will provide kid dinner as well as safe, caring, fun entertainment 
for the kiddos during the event. 

SIGNUP by SUNDAY, JANUARY 
28 so hosts and groups can be 
assigned.  It’s important to sign up by 
the deadline to ensure we have a place 
for everyone.   You will be notified via 
email with your dinner agenda (dinner 
route and estimated times).   Signup on 
Sunday mornings or online right now. 
Check out the blog for signup links at 

harmonysprings.org/blog. 
 

Did You Know 
You can review the notes from 
the last congregational meeting 

online at  
harmonysprings.org/members 

Upcoming Leadership Meetings 
 
Elders | Wednesday January 24 | 6:30 PM | Ilers 
 
Vitality Days Workshop | March 17 | 9:30-3 
Craft Church Evangelism and Marketing 
 
The next workshop will cover growing your 
church by attracting new members by pairing 
new technology with revitalized vintage 
techniques. All interested church leaders are 
encouraged to attend. The Workshop is free and 
a catered lunch is provided. RSVP to Pastor Joel 
at minister@harmonysprings.org. 

mailto:minister@harmonysprings.org
mailto:jennifer@harmonysprings.org
mailto:office@harmonysprings.org
mailto:terry@terryfairfaxmusic.com
mailto:kimlinb@aol.com
http://www.ccinoh.org
http://www.ccinoh.org
http://www.disciples.org
http://www.disciples.org
https://goo.gl/forms/3EQPKgrSvffRt53r1
https://goo.gl/forms/2bfbQly3d2iGgw6J2
harmonysprings.org/blog
harmonysprings.org/members
mailto:minister@harmonysprings.org
mailto:minister@harmonysprings.org
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Update from our Leadership 
With the sale of the property in 
downtown Akron complete the trustees 
at harmony Springs will be 
concentrating on the development of the 
property on Arlington Road in 2018.  
 
The plan that was developed by the 
leadership team and presented to the 
congregation in 2017 involved building 
an access road to the property in 2018 
and then within the next few years 
putting a multipurpose church building 
on the property.  
 
At the end of 2017 the Trustees initiated 
discussions with local contractors and 
this will continue in early 2018. The 
Trustees would like to obtain ideas and 
associated cost 
estimates from three 
contactors outlining 
how they would 
recommend 
developing the 
property. To date 
there has been initial 
discussions with three 
contractors. Our plan to 
develop the property was 
reviewed with each 
contractor. Also we pointed 
out that our budget for this 
project is just less than one 
million dollars.  
 
There was good news associated 
with these discussions. Each 
contractor indicated that we 
should be able to accomplish what 
we have planned within our budget. 
Two of the contractors also agreed 

to continue working with us to provide 
additional details and cost estimates. 
Copies of soil and wetland reports of 
the property were provided to each 
contractor and each agreed to contact 
the city of Green to obtain details 
regarding utilities and then generate 
some preliminary drawings showing 
what the building could look like and 
where they would recommend locating 
the access road, the parking lot and the 
building. They will also provide 
associated cost estimates.   
 
In addition to developing the Arlington 
Road property the Trustees continue to 
concentrate on the finances associated 
with Harmony Springs. Several of the 

trustees attended the 
Vitality Days workshop 
that dealt with 
management and money 
for 21st century 
churches. This particular 
workshop concentrated 
on ways that we can 

increase our generosity to 
the church. There were discussions 
about making generosity a spiritual 
practice and creating a culture of 
generosity in churches. It was pointed 
out that churches need to “redesign your 
offering plates”. Churches need to be 
able to accept financial gifts from those 
individuals who might still want to 
write checks to the church and from 
those who do not use checks.  
 
As a result, we are redesigning our 
offering plate. Now there are several 
ways in which you can provide your 

financial support to the church and more 
to be implemented in the year to come. 
You can still give cash or a check by 
placing them in the offering plates 
located by the rear doors inside the 
conference room on Sunday mornings.   
 
Now you can also give online by going 
to the church’s website 
(harmonysprings.org/give).  
We’re also introducing app-giving 
which you can do on your tablet or cell 
phone by downloading the “Givelify” 
app (apple or android). 
 
Both new methods allow you to set up 
online giving via a credit card or a debit 
card. With this app you can also set up 
auto withdrawal and recurring giving.  
 
Both new ways are secure and quick 
(the church sees your gift deposited 
instantly). With these new options to 
our offering plate we hope that each of 
you will continue to prayerfully 
consider how we can show generosity 
toward God through the mission and 
ministry of Harmony Springs Christian 
Church.  

 
 
 
 

Chair of the 
Trustees 

Clark Reed 
 

 
 
 

Our NEW Digital Offering Plate is Live 
Harmony Springs has entered a new era: the age of anytime, anywhere giving. We are now 
signed up with Givelify, the mobile giving app for places of worship and charities.  

To make your first mobile donation the best experience possible, we recommend you 
download the Givelify app for Android or iPhone before you get to service. Givelify gives 
you a beautiful, easy giving experience using your smartphone. There are no frustrating web 
forms or text-to-give codes to memorize. Even better, it’s free to download and use. It’s 

totally safe and secure, and for tax time you have one-tap access to your complete donation records. 

Make your offerings, tithes, and gifts to special envelopes right from the palm of your hand. You can give to Harmony 
Springs wherever you are. Make us your home place of worship for quick one-tap access. Want to see how it works? Watch 
the demonstration video that shows you all about how to make and track donations. 

“We are redesigning 
our offering plate” 

 
harmonysprings.org/give 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.pushcontrolz.givelify
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/givelify/id725815127
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FmK5Fy9Yd4U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FmK5Fy9Yd4U
Harmonysprings.org/give
harmonysprings.org/give
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Annie Minck Circle 
 
If you are interested in being a part 
of this loving, giving, supportive 
group of women, join us or contact 
Debbie MacDonald.  
 
We will be meeting on: 
January 9 @ 10:00am - at the 
home of  Liz Iler, hosted by Linda 
Wilson. The service project will be 
monetary donations for Hiram Farm. 
 
February 13 @ 10:00am - at the 
home of Liz Iler. The service project 
will be monetary donations for Luci 
Lights through Global Ministries. 
 
March 13 @ 10:00 am - at AGWC, 
hosted by Sue Franz. The service 
project will be items for the 
Cleveland Christian Home. 

 
 
Prayer Shawl Needs 

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry is in 
need of lap blankets. Prayer shawls/
blankets wrap, enfold, comfort, 
cover, give solace, hug, shelter and 
beautify. Those who receive shawls/
blankets know they are loved and 
prayed for during their time of 
illness and healing. If you know 
how to knit, crochet or sew, we are 
in need of your gifts. If you have 
any questions or guidance on how to 
make a shawl/blanket, contact Sue 
Franz.  

 
Update from our Leadership 
2018 is going to be an exciting year in 
the life of Harmony Springs Christian 
Church! Now that our High Street 
property has sold, we have the 
opportunity to begin to develop our 
Arlington property. But there is 
more to do than just develop 
our property! We must also 
further develop our 
ministry in serving others 
and reaching out into our 
new community and 
beyond. Harmony Springs 
is already mission-minded, 
but now we need to do an 
excellent job of 
communicating to our own 
members and the community at 
large, what we are doing, and how 
they can get involved.  
 
In preparation to develop and grow our 
church, the leadership at Harmony 
Springs attended 2 Church Vitality 
workshops in the fall of 2017, with 2 
more scheduled in the spring of 2018. 
These workshops have been geared 
especially for churches in transition, like 
us, and have been very informative. One 
of the important aspects of a successful 
church is that they have a clear vision 
and mission statement based on core 
Christian values. This is nothing new, but 
it is good to be reminded that we stay 
focused on our vision and mission as a 
church. We developed new statements as 
we began our journey to Green a little 
over 5 years ago. As we begin 2018, the 
Elders will revisit these and update them 
if necessary, to be sure our vision and 
mission statements are spot on for our 
future ministry. 
 
We will also continually work to improve 
our worship. Worship deserves our best 
because we are worshipping God. 
Worship should give us the opportunity 
to encounter God and be transformed by 
the experience. Meaningful worship 
connects with our lives and encourages 
us to become involved in the ministry of 
the church, making a difference in the 
lives of others locally and globally. To be 
a member of the church means to serve, 
as Jesus did. Pastor Joel has helped us to 
understand this concept by giving our 
recent new members an apron, 
symbolizing that as a member, they now 
join the “workers in the kitchen” to serve 
others with their gifts and talents. 

Serving is connected to generosity, being 
generous with our time, our talents and 
our finances. Successful churches create 
a sense of generosity as a spiritual value. 
God has provided all we need. There 

truly is enough! But what is 
needed is a generous 

heart to be sure what 
God has provided is 
shared with all. Our 
goal for 2018 will 
be to increase our 
generosity, as 

individuals and as 
the corporate body of 

the church.  
 

Ever since we began this 
transformational journey from High 
Street to Harmony Springs, we have used 
Jeremiah 29:11 as our guiding principle. 
God knows the plans he has for us, and it 
is a future with hope! Why not make 
your 1st resolution of the New Year to be 
in church EVERY Sunday, to engage in 
mission and ministry where you feel 
called, to cultivate a generous heart, 
knowing God has provided all we need.  
 
2018 will be an exciting year for 
Harmony Springs Christian Church! 
Don’t miss this opportunity to be a part 
of something life changing!  

Deborah MacDonald 
Chair of the Elders 

Congregational Moderator 
 
 

Don’t miss this 
opportunity to 

be a part of 
something life 

changing!  

mailto:suefranz1726@gmail.com?subject=Prayer%20Shawl
mailto:suefranz1726@gmail.com?subject=Prayer%20Shawl
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Craft & Hobby Social 
Do you have a basement full of craft 
supplies waiting to be used? If you’d 
enjoy working on a craft or hobby 
and/or enjoy food and friendship with 
a fun group check out our CRAFT & 
HOBBY! Each month features a 
different theme food (bring a dish to 
share)! 
 
Craft and Hobby meets at 6:30 PM at 
the home of Tomette Kirk. We will 
meet on: 

Friday, January 26 
Friday, February 23 

Friday, March 23 
 

For more information about craft and 
hobby contact Carol Zumstein. 

OWLS Upcoming Winter Gatherings  
 

Some people think retirement should slow you down. Not us! Our 
OWLS group gets together monthly for all kinds of fun and food. 
Jennifer has been working hard on planning activities for us and 
we’re excited to share what we have in store. You won’t want to 
miss each month’s gathering! Join our Older Wiser Learning 
Seniors for a time of fun and food. We meet at the Torok 
Community Center at 11:30am. 
 

Malone Chancel Players | February 9 
Get ready for a fun meeting! Our first meeting of the New Year is 

on Friday February 9. We’ll welcome the Malone College Chancel Players again! 
Celebrating its 38th year as a touring ministry, the Malone University Chancel Players are 
students who perform faith-based comedy and drama.  
 

Constant Companions Easter Celebration | March 9 
We look forward to this gathering every year! Once a year we invite our friends at the North 
Canton Constant Companions branch of Hattie Larlham to join us for food, socializing and 
activity. This year we’ll host an Easter party full of delicious food, Easter crafts and fun.   
 

Spiritual Retreat | Abbey of Gethsemani | April 27 
Sometimes it’s good to just get away. If you’ve never participated in a spiritual retreat—this 
is for you! If you have and are looking for a 2018 get away this trip is perfect! We’re 
planning a group trip led by Walter Poe (an Abbey of Gethsemani pro). The Abbey was the 
home of famous monk Thomas Merton and is a working monastery and an incredibly 
popular place to visit. Our Group will stay one night (they limit each person to one night’s 
stay) on Friday, Aril 27th.  

The visit will include time 
for spiritual reflection and a 
tour of the abbey.  We will 
be welcome to participate in 
the Eucharist and hours of 

prayer. Walter has 
made 
preliminary reservations with the Abbey but individuals need to reserve their 
spot by calling the Abbey to register your room (1-502-549-4133)  for April 
27th 2018.  Please register your name under Walter Poe.  

Read more information about the Abbey at monks.org. Contact Walter Poe 
for more information specific to our trip. Plan to make a long weekend out of 
the visit. The Abbey is close to many great attractions including the Bourbon 
Trail.  

 

 

Did You Know 
You can read the online version of 

this program guide with links to 
click and explore at  

 
harmonysprings.org/publications 

Be Social— 
It may seem like a small thing but 
posting, sharing and checking-in makes 
us present where people ‘digitally live.’ 
  
Did you know that one of our newest 
members showed up because an 
acquaintance at Harmony Springs 
checked in on Facebook?  

mailto:carolzumstein1@gmail.com?subject=Craft%20and%20Hobby
tel:(502)%20549-4133
monks.org
mailto:walterpoe@hotmail.com?subject=Abbey%20Trip
harmonysprings.org/publications
twitter.com/harmonysprings
http://www.twitter.com/harmonysprings
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By Pastor Joel Engman 
Lead pastor 
 
On a random Saturday night my phone 
notified me of a new message from 
someone I didn’t know. ‘Hi Pastor Joel, 
I’m a Seminary Student who lives in 
Green. I’m planning to visit Harmony 
Springs tomorrow 
morning for a class 
called ‘Work of 
Worship.’ 
 
The next morning, 
sure enough, Jen-
nifer and her fami-
ly arrived at Har-
mony Springs. 
Over the next year 
she and I kept in 
touch, shared cof-
fee and got to know 
each other. I re-
member one partic-
ular meeting - Jen-
nifer and I were 
discussing internship opportunities she 
was pursuing. That night I remember 
thinking—’I think I am suppose to talk 
to Jennifer about the possibility of doing 
her internship at Harmony Springs.’ 
 
After more coffee, conversation and 
prayer our leadership was welcoming 
Jennifer as our new Ministry-Intern!  
 
In her internship year Jennifer has helped 
bring new community groups to OWLS, 
coordinated our city sponsored commu-
nity outreach efforts like the Memorial 
Day Parade, Trick-or-Treat trail and 
Freedomfest. Jennifer has assisted in 
worship and led new community engage-
ment initiatives like our Death Café. We 
even threw her into working as our com-
munity garden director last Summer. 
Jennifer graciously developed the plan, 
did research on best practices, communi-
cated with our garden ministry team, 
twisted her husbands arm to drive tomato 
stakes, and made our 2017 gardening 
effort a success!  
 
 During our 2017 annual congregational 
meeting we decided to extend and ex-
pand Jennifer’s job by creating a new 20
-25 hour/week staff position: Pastor of 
Community Development. In her ex-

panded role Jennifer will continue to 
engage the community on our behalf in 
an effort to collaborate when our values 
as people of faith intersect community 
initiatives thus building God’s beloved 
community outside our existing circles.  
 
This new position is creative and mis-

sional—words 
that aptly de-
scribe both 
Jennifer and 
Harmony 
Springs.  As a 
recent Semi-
nary Graduate 
we will bene-
fit from her 
fresh learning 
and communi-
ty perspective. 
Jennifer is a 
long-time resi-
dent of Green 
and is looking 
forward to 

building our welcoming table in the 
community.  
 
While representing us professionally 
Jennifer is completing assignments 
from the Ohio Regional Commis-
sion on Ministry with the hopes 
of seeking DOC ordination. We 
hope she will be the first or-
dained clergyperson sponsored 
by Harmony Springs (following 
the long tradition of High 
Street’s many ordained clergy).  
 
Would you join me in praying for and 
supporting Jennifer in her first ministry 
role out of seminary as she purses offi-
cial standing with the Christian Church, 
Disciples of Christ (CCDOC).  
 
Please offer Jennifer your congratula-
tions on her recent graduation and/or 
your support in the ministry initiatives 
she will introduce to us in 2018. She can 
be reached at: 
jennifer@harmonysprings.org 
 
 
 

 
 

Harmony Springs Creates  
Community Outreach Position 

Congratulations to 
Jennifer Berlyoung 

on Graduation! 
 

Congratulations to our Ministry Intern
-turned Pastor of Community 
Development Jennifer Berlyoung on 
her seminary graduation from United 
Theological Seminary in Dayton on 
December 15. Jennifer has studied 
hard for many years pursuing her 
dream of obtaining a Master’s of 
Divinity degree. We celebrate with 
her and her family in this 
accomplishment! We look forward to 
Jennifer using her newly learned skills 
with us at Harmony Springs!  

Read Jennifer’s job  
Description: 

 harmonysprings.org/members 
Click on Pastor of Community 
Development Job Description 

mailto:jennifer@harmonysprings.org
https://www.facebook.com/jennifer.berlyoung?fref=mentions
harmonysprings.org/members
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Olympic Faith Series 

January 28—February 18 
 
This winter, the attention of the 
entire world turns to PyeongChang  
as our greatest athletes gather to 
compete in the 2018 Winter 
Olympic Games.  
 
For these athletes, journeys filled 
with years of dedication, training 
and perseverance bring them to the 
glory of Olympic competition. 
 
The scriptures are filled with 
Olympic terms and metaphors 
urging us to use the  commitment of 
an athlete to be what God would 
have us to be.  
 
Join us beginning January 28 for a 
fun sermon series offering coaching 
and lessons from ancient and 
modern Olympic athletes for our 
journeys of faith. 
 

 

 
Sermon Series at Harmony Springs 

February 25—April 1 
 
Join us as we explore the final week of 
Jesus’ life through the characters of 
acclaim Rock Opera ‘Jesus Christ 
Superstar.’ Pastor Joel 
will present the biblical 
accounting of the last 
week of Jesus’ life 
paired with an 
exploration of the 
characters portrayed in 
Jesus Christ Superstar. 
The series will 
conclude on Easter 
Sunday April 1, 2018 
when NBC will air a 
live production of Jesus 
Christ Superstar. 
 
From its opening on Broadway in 1971 
Jesus Christ Superstar has generated 
acclaim and controversy.  Andrew Lloyd 
Webber and Tim Rice focus their famous 
rock opera on the final week of Jesus’ life, 
particularly on the complex characters and 
swirling events which were part of his trial 
and crucifixion.  
 
If the Bible is anything it is thought-
provoking. Harmony Springs embraces 
thoughtful reflection and conversation. 
Pastor Joel plans to present several of the 
important questions Jesus Christ Superstar 
raises. Among them are  the inevitable 
tension between God’s will and human 
freedom,  struggles with temptation 
misunderstanding and betrayal, the 

experience and expression of both divine 
and human love, and the relationship—
often, the clash— between God’s rule of 
truth and grace and “the powers that be." 
 

Jesus Christ Superstar 
raises many more 
questions than it 
answers, and even some 
of its answers give rise 
to further questions. We 
take seriously all kinds 
of questions about what 
it means to be 
authentically human, to 
love God and our 
neighbors, and to follow 
Jesus.    
 

Join us, beginning on Sunday, February 
18 for the opening Act of ‘Jesus Christ 
Superstar: An Exploration into the final 
week.’    

Jesus Christ Superstar | Lenten Series 

Good Friday JCS 
viewing parties! 

 
Friday, March 30 

6:30 PM 
Food | Drinks | Music | Communion 

1973 JCS Movie 

Measuring Up | Our Relationship to the Golden Rule 
January 7—February 11 
 
It gets posted on funeral home walls, Sunday 
School Rooms and has been repeated in various 
forms in all major religions. But what is it? Where 
did it come from? And does it influence the way we 
relate to each other?  
 
Our relationship with the golden rule is tricky. 

Beginning on January 7 Pastor Joel will present the history, significance, and meaning of 
the Golden Rule with an eye towards understanding its significance in our personal 
development and interpersonal relationships.   Do you measure up?  
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Sundays at Harmony Springs 

Sundays | dismissed during service | led by 
Liz Iler & Faith Formation Ministry Team 

We value children as a vital part of who we 
are. We welcome children to participate with 
us during our gatherings and take time to 
allow them to explore their God-given 
imaginations.  

We offer KIDS Time as an option for 
children Pre-K and Elementary. During our 
Sunday service children have an opportunity 
to dismiss to the back to join Elder, Liz Iler 
and faith formation ministry team in the 
conference room for fun story-telling, craft, 
snack and discussion.  

We want our children to learn the stories of 
faith and we are careful not to scare children 
into faith. We want them to experience the 
stories of the Bible at their developmental 
level and allow them to explore with their 
questions and ponderings. 

Our next KIDS time session will begin on 
Sunday, January 7 and continue through 
February 11.  

We’ll be offering a Lent/Easter KIDS time 
beginning February 18 and run through 
Easter on April 1. 

If you’d like to volunteer to help a week or 
two please contact faith formation ministry 
team leader Liz Iler or Pastor Joel.  

Sunday Mornings | Gather in the Atrium AGMC 
Led by Walter Poe | 9:30 AM 
 
Beginning with the Gospels, interpretations of the 
life of Jesus have flourished for nearly two 
millennia, yet a clear and coherent picture of Jesus as 
a man has remained elusive. In Rabbi Jesus, the 
noted biblical scholar Bruce Chilton places Jesus 
within the context of his times to present a fresh, 
historically accurate, and revolutionary examination 
of the man who founded Christianity. 
 
Drawing on recent archaeological findings and new 
translations and interpretations of ancient texts, 
Chilton discusses in enlightening detail the 
philosophical and psychological foundations of Jesus’ ideas and beliefs. 
His in-depth investigation also provides evidence that contradicts long-
held beliefs about Jesus and the movement he led. Chilton shows, for 
example, that the High Priest Caiaphas, as well as Pontius Pilate, played a 
central role in Jesus’ execution. It is, however, Chilton’s description of 
Jesus’ role as a rabbi, or "master," of Jewish oral traditions, as a teacher of 
the Cabala, and as a practitioner of a Galilean form of Judaism that 
emphasized direct communication with God that casts an entirely new light 
on the origins of Christianity.  
 
Seamlessly merging history and biography, this penetrating, highly 
readable book uncovers truths lost to the passage of time and reveals a new 
Jesus for the new millennium.  
 
To order a copy of the book contact Walter Poe or our office manager 
Donna. 

Rabbi Jesus Study | Sundays | 9:30 

Adults in Study | Sundays | 9:30 AM 
Sunday Mornings | Admin Conference Room 
9:30 AM 
 
Dive into the Bible, its context and modern day application. This adult 
study meets weekly on Sundays for study and discussion. Grab  cup of 
coffee and head down to the Admin Conference Room located off the 
atrium near the restrooms.  

Centering Prayer Group | 9 AM | Sundays 

Sunday Mornings | Admin Conference Room 
9 AM 
 
Start off your week by centering your spirit alongside other centering 
prayer participants.  Centering Prayer is a popular method of 
meditation placing a strong emphasis on interior silence. Our Centering 
Prayer group uses silence to connect with the spiritual in the world. 
For more information about centering prayer or this group contact 
Walter Poe. 

mailto:eoi42@aol.com
mailto:minister@harmonsprings.org
mailto:walterpoe@hotmail.com?subject=Rabbi%20Jesus
mailto:office@harmonysprings.org?subject=Rabbi%20Jesus
mailto:walterpoe@hotmail.com
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On an Ash Wednesday not long 
ago the congregation at Rutgers 
Presbyterian Church spoke 
together the liturgy,  
 
‘“Surrounded by divine Love, we 
express our deepest hope.”  

 
While ash Wednesday has 

traditionally focused on our 
finite human existence. There is 
also a deeper truth. The dust 
which we come from and 

return to has its own history. We 
and the earth are sustained by a 
life giving star: the sun.  
 
One Franciscan monk wrote,  
"We are not only from Earth's 
dust; we are from stardust! From 
that initial burst of creative 
energy, God's creation continued--
and continues--to evolve and 

diversify. The divine Life has been 
living and acting in us from its 
beginning!” 
Come reflect, enjoy or share as we  
embrace the creativity of God in us 
by participating in our first ever 
‘Stardust’ Open Mic Ash 
Wednesday. The evening will 
feature live music, poetry and 
readings designed to move us to 
embrace creative hope in our 
existence. 
 
Do you have a reading, poetry, or 
song that speaks to the creative 
‘stardust’ spirit in us all? 
Something that proclaims the hope 
that can be found in our human 
fragility? 
 
Contact Pastor Joel to signup to be 
included in the lineup for this 
Open Mic night.  

Music & Arts at Harmony Springs 

STARDUST  ————>Ash Wednesday 

Wednesday, February 14  
Ash Wednesday  

 7 PM 
AGMC | Conference Room 1 

Easter Bell Choir and 
Children’s Chimes 

Upcoming Music Dates 
 
Palm Sunday | March 25 
Join us on the first day of 
Holy week with special 
performances by our Bell 
choir & Adult Choir 
 
Easter Sunday | April 1 
 
Celebrate the enduring 
hope of resurrection on 
Easter Sunday! We’ll enjoy 
special performances by 
the bell choir, children’s 
chimes and adult choir.  
 
 

Last fall we were grateful to 
receive a set of Children’s Chimes 
from Lakewood Christian Church. 
Our children performed during 
Christmas and will be working 
again to present a number on 
Easter Sunday!  
 
Director Debbie MacDonald will 
be joining our children a few 
Sundays in January and February 
to continue practicing.  
 
Along with our children’s chimes 
our Adult Bell Choir will rehearse 
March 11, 18 and 25 and play on 
Easter Sunday, April 1. 
 
Contact Debbie MacDonald for 
more bell or chime information. 
 
 

mailto:minister@harmonysprings.org
mailto:drm1011@hotmail.com
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January 15 | 7 PM 
First Christian Church 
Cuyahoga Falls 
 
Our esteemed Pastor Kim Barnett will 
be leading a January 15 Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day service starting at 7 PM 
at First Christian Church of Cuyahoga 
Falls (a sister DOC congregation). 
 
The theme for the MLK service is 
‘Dream Equality.’ Along with various 
speakers giving brief MLK 
proclamations, children from 
Emmanuel Elementary School will 
present ‘A March on Selma’ in word 
and song. Musical offerings from the 
Adult New Exodus Choir (with Sean 
Hamilton) will also be included.  

Harmony Springs is a pro-
reconciling, anti-racist church. 
We join with other Disciple of 
Christ congregations to  
make visible God’s beloved 
community. We are a church 
that strives to listen to the once 
silenced voices of our racial/
ethnic communities, learn from 
their wisdom and gain insight 
from their leadership. 
 
The MLK Jr. Day service is an 
opportunity to remember, reflect 
and be moved to action in our 
continued quest to collaborate with 
God in bringing justice to the world. 
 
Please join Pastor Kim and fellow 
Christians in remembering Dr. King 

and renewing our commitment to racial 
justice. 
 
First Christian Church is located at: 

2253 3rd street  
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221 

Pastor Kim Barnett to lead MLK Day Service | ‘Dream Equality’ 

Sexuality & Scripture Lenten Study 
Wednesday Evenings  
Starting February 7 
7-8:30 PM  
Blanchard’s Home (Uniontown) 
Led by Jennifer Berlyoung 
 
Statements ad proclamations 
concerning sexuality and faith have 
been abundant lately. Do you 
wonder what the Bible has to say 
about sexuality? Would you like a 
place to dig deeper into these 
topics with others who are also 
struggling with the complexity? 
 
Join our Pastor of Community 
Development, Jennifer Berlyoung 
in a guided discussion exploring 
the Bible’s difficult and often 
misunderstood messages on 
homosexuality and diversity.  
 
Specific weekly topics will include 
same-sex relationships, biblical 
definitions of homosexual 
behavior, what do we do with the 
story of Sodom, and the so-called 
“clobber passages” used time and 
time again to defend traditional 
heterosexual marriage alone, and 
remove validity from same-sex 
relationships. The result of our 
discussions should be a greater 

understanding of the biblical 
history and viewpoint regarding 
these topics.  
 

For more information and/or to 
signup to participate please  
contact Jennifer Berlyoung. 
 
 
 

We are excited to have recently 
welcomed new members into our crazy 
tribe!  
 
Please say hello to Erin Callahan, 
Stewart Gotshall-Campbell, Terry 
Fairfax and (although a reaffirmation of 
membership) Mary Culver-Flint. During 
services in November we officially 
welcomed these 
amazing people by 
presenting them 
with Harmony 
Springs 
embroidered 
aprons. We looking 
forward to their 
joining is in the 
kitchen, as together 
we work towards 
fulfilling the 
mission of the 
church.  
 
Erin Callahan 
pictured ——-> 
 
To read more about membership:  
hamonysprings.org/membership 

mailto:jennifer@harmonysprings.org
hamonysprings.org/membership
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The following items were approved at the November 12, 2017 Congregational Meeting: 

2018 Operating Budget 

Projected Income      
Giving           $ 98,000.00 
Loose Offering       150.00 
Sunday School                   400.00 
Interest Income                34,300.00 
Estimated 2018 Income        $132,850.00 
 
Projected Expenses 
Salaries & Benefits        $111,500.00 
Office Expense                         1,500.00 
Programs             10,000.00 
Mission                            9,850.00  
Estimated 2018 Expenses     $132,850.00 
 

  
 

Mission Distribution $9,850 
$3,000   Disciples Mission Fund 
$1,500  Good Neighbors Goodyear Heights 
$   750  Cleveland Christian Home 
$   900   OPEN M (Fire & Ice Fundraiser) 
$   750  Blessings in a Backpack 
$1,450  Disciples Volunteering - TX or FL mission trip 
$   500  Global Ministries Shalom Center 
$   500   Global Ministries ‘Roots in the Ruins’ 
$   500   Food Resource Bank 
 
  Ross Fund $ 10,880.39 (Interest Earned in 2017) 
$10,880.39   Director of Development position 
 
  Other Motions Approved 
$4,119.61   Memorial fund to Director of Development (total salary of $15,000.00) 
$5,000.00   Memorial funds to Pastor’s Discretionary Account 
  

 
 

2018 Church Leadership  
5 Elders: 
 Chair & Congregation Moderator (2 year) - Debbie MacDonald 
 Vice Chair & Recording Secretary (2 year) - Carol Zumstein 
 Elders: (2 year) - Janice Cuckler 
  (1 year) - Tom Benjamin 
   (1 year) - Ted Iler  
5 Trustees: 
 Chair & Corporate Secretary/Statutory Agent (1 year) - Clark Reed  
 Trustees: (2 year) Dick Lott 
    (2 year) Bob Piks  
    (1 year) - Sheryl Blanchard 
    (1 year) - John Forcone 
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By Jennifer Berlyoung 
Pastor of Community Development 
 
Harmony Springs Successfully conclud-
ed our first online crowd fundraising! I 
knew that the Harmony Springs Farm 
and Garden is such a great resource for 
the community that others would want to 
help support our endeavor. It turns out 
that Google is my best resource, and I 
found SeedMoney.org – an organization 
that encourages nonprofit gardens to set 
up a crowd fundraiser with 
the possibility of earning 
not only the money raised, 
but additional matching 
money determined by how 
quickly and how much sup-
port is raised.  
 
To receive $400 in matching 
funds, we needed to be one of the 
first 50 out of a total 440 gardens to 
raise $600. The fundraiser was 
launched on Wednesday, November 
15, and we were able to meet our goal 
within 26 hours!! 
 
Generous givers came from current Har-
mony Springs members, former High 
Street members, and even friends and 
families of those who shared the fund-
raiser on social media. We were over-

whelmed by the positive response and 
were able to raise $1,160 in two weeks’ 
time! With the additional $400 grant 
earned from SeedMoney, our total was 
$1,560 earned!  
 
The monies raised through the Seed-
Money opportunity, coupled with the 
Living Green Grant awarded from the 
City of Green in June 2017, will help 
give us a strong head start on the 2018 
growing season! SeedMoney funds are 

dedicated to 
purchasing 
an all-
season, du-
rable shed to 
house tools, 
hoses, and 
gardening 
supplies. The 

Living Green Grant will provide a 
sustainable, earth-friendly water col-

lection and distribution system.  
 
Thank you so much to everyone who 
supported the fundraiser by donating, 
sharing, or just saying a quick prayer for 
the ministry efforts. Together we are 
planting, tending to, and harvesting the 
sees of God’s kingdom, day by day.  

 
Thank you for Your Sustaining Support of Harmony Springs! 

Giving statements for the year ending December 31, 2017 will be mailed early January.  If you do not receive 
your statement by January 19, please contact our office manager Donna to request a copy.  

Harmony Springs First Crowd Fundraising Adventure 

Did You Know 
You can give specifically to the 

garden project at  
harmonysprings.org/give 

 
Select ‘Garden Growing Project’ 

mailto:office@harmonysprings.org?subject=Giving%20Statement
harmonysprings.org/give

